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T he Title Guarantee Trust Company was originally  
established in 1883 as the German-American Loan  
& Trust Company of New York but is known today  

as the Bankers Trust New York Corporation.  

In the early teens of the nineteen century the then Title Guarantee 
Trust Company commissioned John W. Dunsmore to paint  
historic scenes of early New York for a series of calendars. The seven  
calendars exhibited here range in date from 1911 to 1917. On the  
reverse of each calendar is a detailed history of the depicted scene. 
The image titles are as follows: 1911: Capture of Gen. Woodhull.  
August 28, 1776, 1912: Signing of First Deed Recorded in New  
York City, 1913: Reception to Gov Franklin at the Morris (Jumel)  
Mansion. Sept. 1st 1768, 1914: Posting Notice of Sale of Manor  
of Fordham, 1753, 1915: Embarkation on the Princess Amelia,  
Aug. 16 1647, 1916: Attack on Home of Adriaen Van Der Donck,  
Sept. 1655, 1917: Skating on Collect Pond, 1752.



George Albert Zabriskie, President 1927-1929

Oil on Canvas, 1940 
Archives, Sons of the Revolution in the State of New York 
1940.05.003



G eorge A. Zabriskie (1868-1954) was a merchant and New 
York City native. He entered the flour business in 1883.  
He became the representative of the Pillsbury Company,  

 Herbert Hoover’s appointed national administrator of sugar 
and flour, and president of the United States Sugar Association.

He was regarded for his dedication to historical causes. His  
enjoyment in history led him to join the American Revolutionary 
War mission focused Sons of the Revolution in the State of New  
York in 1917. He gained entry into this genealogical society through 
his ancestor, Joost Zabriskie (1757-1789) who was a Lieutenant in 
New Jersey’s Bergen County Militia. He became the Society  
President in 1927.

Zabriskie was a collector of art, books and manuscripts.  
He sought works by his fellow Society member, John Ward  
Dunsmore. In 1936, Zabriskie arranged to have thirty-nine of  
Dunsmore’s Revolutionary War paintings donated to Fraunces  
Tavern Museum, the headquarters of the Sons of the Revolution. 



Commemorative Plate

Ridgewood Fine China, Limited Edition Collection 
Porcelain, 1976 
Archives, Sons of the Revolution in the State of New York



T he American bicentennial in 1976 saw a large production of 
collectables to commemorate the monumental anniversary 
of American Independence. This plate was part of a limited 

edition collection of at least five plates produced by the Sons of the 
Revolution in the State of New York. Only 9,900 were ever produced. 
The images used in the well of plates were reproduced from John 
Ward Dunsmore paintings in Fraunces Tavern Museum's collection: 
Moll Pitcher - The Battle of Monmouth-1778, The Spirit of '76, Wash-
ington and Rochambeau at Mt. Vernon-1781, Lafayette and Washington 
at Valley Forge-1777-1778, and the one exhibited here, Washington 
Leaving Mt. Vernon for His Inauguration - April 16, 1789.



The First Gentleman of Virginia 

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1909 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Master of Foxhounds Association 
1936.02.024



G eorge Washington enjoyed the popular gentleperson’s  
sport of fox hunting. He bred and kenneled many hounds  
at his Mount Vernon estate. Accompanied by his personal   

 breed, the American Fox Hound, Washington can be  
seen here in autumn at the beginning of fox hunting season.



Fox Hunt at Mt. Vernon - The Meet

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1912 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Master of Foxhounds Association 
1936.02.036



H unting a red fox using scent hounds has been a form of 
American sport since the seventeenth century. Despite 
the colonists’ resistance and eventual defeat of the Crown, 

many formal British traditions like this one continues to be practiced.

Proper formal attire was required for the different and specific roles  
of this social ritual. The leader of the hunt was referred to as the 
Master of Foxhounds. This role would have belonged to Washington, 
who was responsible for maintaining the kennels, financing the hunt, 
and having final say over all matters in the field. Hunting parties at 
Mount Vernon were said to have lasted weeks. 



General George Washington

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas  
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Jacobus Vanderveer House 
1936.02.037



G eorge Washington (1732-1799) was the first President of the 
United States (1789-1797), the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War,  

 and a founding member of America’s governmental system. 



General Henry Knox

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1936 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.038



H enry Knox (1750-1806) was a Boston, Massachusetts 
native who owned and operated a city bookstore. He 
witnessed the Boston Massacre and supported the rebel 

group, Sons of Liberty. He became a Senior Army Officer and the 
first United States Secretary of War, a position that was mostly occupied 
by relations with land disputes and wars with Native Americans.



Washington Inspecting First Silver Coins, 1792

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1916 
Gift of Oscar Barck 
Conservation sponsored by Leonard Augsburger 
1954.02.003



A fter the War for Independence, Americans used money 
individually issued by state. Foreign coin was commonly 
used. With a newly formed federal government,  

leaders like Alexander Hamilton championed a centralized and  
federally controlled production of currency. In 1792, the first United 
States Mint was built in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It was rumored 
that the silver used to make the first coins came from the personal 
effects of the Washington household. 



Untitled

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1913 
Museum Purchase 
1955.01.001



T he man in this portrait is believed to Tobias Lear  
(1762-1816), a New Hampshire man who worked as the 
personal secretary to George Washington between 1784 and 

1799. Historians often accuse Lear of intentionally destroying select 
papers and documents belonging to Washington after his death.



General George Washington

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas 
x331



G eorge Washington (1732-1799) was the first President of the 
United States (1789-1797), the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War,  

 and a founding member of America’s governmental system. 

He was born to a wealthy Virginia family that owned a tobacco plan-
tation. Washington received an elementary level education and as a 
teenager obtained his surveyor’s license. He was a senior British offi-
cer in the colonial militia in the French and Indian War. He married 
Martha D. Custis in 1759, a marriage that produced no children but 
great wealth and companionship. 



Big. General Casimir Pulaski (1748-1779)

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1932 
Gift of the Pulaski Military Club 
1932.04.001



N oble, Casimir Pulaski was born in Poland. At the age 
of twenty he was already deeply involved in the Polish 
uprising against Russian domination in the Bar Con  

  federation of 1768-1772. After Poland lost to  
Russia, Pulaski became an outlaw in his home country and left for  
the thirteen colonies to assist in their revolution.

He received the rank of Brigadier General and successfully led the 
seizure and holding of South Carolina for the Continental Army.  
On October 9, 1779, while leading an assault at the head of his  
cavalry command during the siege of Savannah, Georgia, Pulaski  
was wounded. He died three days later.



Return from the Fox Hunt, Mt. Vernon, 1785

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1906 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Master of Foxhounds Association 
1936.02.006



A fter the Revolution and upon his return to private  
life, Washington found himself so engrossed with the  
re-establishment of his affairs that he was no longer  

able to regularly host fox hunting parties. He broke up his kennels  
in 1785. 

This painting represents the last hunt which took place at Mount 
Vernon with his neighbors, Richard Henry Lee and George Mason. 
Martha Washington and ladies are shown receiving the riders, while 
Washington presents Nelly Custis with the fox tail trophy, known  
as “the brush.”



Washington and Rochambeau  
at Mt. Vernon, 1781

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1906 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.016



B y 1781, Washington had not been home to Mount Vernon 
in seven years. When the aligned American and French 
armies marched toward Yorktown, Washington rode ahead 

to his home, accompanied by Rochambeau and staff. This painting 
depicts their arrival and reception. 



Washington Sees the Bloody Footprints  
in the Snow

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1933 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Color Guard of the  
 Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the Revolution 
1936. 02.002



D uring the British occupation of Philadelphia, Washington 
and his troops camped at Valley Forge from December 19, 
1777 until June 1778. During the harsh winter, adequate 

supplies failed to arrive to the ten thousand men causing destitute 
conditions. Washington reported the dire situation to Congress, “...
men without clothes to cover their nakedness, without blankets to 
lay on, without shoes, by which their marches might be traced by 
the blood from their feet ....” Congress’ bureaucratized committee 
system charged with supplying the army had failed the Command-
er-in-Chief resulting in the death of a quarter of the soldiers. 

By February 1778, General Friedrich Wilhelm Augustus von Steu-
ben, a Prussian military general recommended to Washington by 
Benjamin Franklin, arrived at Valley Forge. Steuben used drill in-
struction to organization and discipline the troops. The Continental 
Army left in June stronger than ever.



Washington and Members of Congress  
Leaving Christ Church, Philadelphia

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1921 
Gift of George A Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Color Guard of the Pennsylvania 
 Sons of the Revolution 
1936.02.013



I n 1781, Congress resolved “that the thirteenth day of  
December next be religiously observed as a day of  
thanksgiving and prayer,” in memory of the victory at Yorktown. 

This painting depicts Washington and others leaving Philadelphia’s 
Christ Church after the memorial service.



The Marriage of Nelly Custis at Mount Vernon- 
Washington’s Last Birthday, 1799

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1909 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.026



I n the late 1790s, Congress approved a new military uniform, 
which they sent to George Washington. His step granddaughter, 
Nelly Custis asked him to wear the new uniform on her wedding 

day, February 22, 1799. He gave her no satisfaction concerning  
the uniform as he was averse to wearing uncommonly decorated 
clothing. On her wedding day, she descended the staircase at Mount 
Vernon and found her step grandfather waiting at the foot of the 
stairs dressed in his old Continental Army uniform.



Colonel Knox Bringing the Cannons from  
Fort Ticonderoga to the Siege at Boston

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1932 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.009



H enry Knox (1750-1806) was a self-taught military expert 
by the age of twenty-five. Joining the American  
Continental Army just after the start of the Revolution, 

Knox quickly distinguished himself both in battle and as an  
administrator.

In December of 1775, Knox began an arduous task of transporting 
around sixty cannons and mortars (nearly 120,000 pounds of  
artillery) from Fort Ticonderoga in upstate New York to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. His team of men made the three hundred mile  
rough road trek in less than two months with the help of eighty  
yoked oxen and forty-two sledges. With this “noble train of artillery,” 
as Knox referred to the caravan, the American army was able to  
end the siege of Boston.



Conference to Arrange for the Evacuation  
of New York City, 1783

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1921 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.008



I n the spring of 1783, Washington and the New York State  
Governor, George Clinton, hosted Sir Guy Carleton, the  
Commander of the British Army, in New York City to discuss 

the City’s evacuation of British troops. Also discussed at this meeting 
were the enslaved people who had taken up arms for the British, the 
Loyalist New Yorkers and a peaceful transfer of power. The meeting 
was catered by Samuel Fraunces, owner of New York City’s Fraunces 
Tavern. As a result, Carleton agreed to have British troops leave  
by November 25 but refused to return the now free Loyalists to  
slaveholders.



The Defense of Fort Washington,  
New York, November 16, 1776

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1923 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Bay and Paul Foundations 
1936.02.010



O n the morning of November 16, 1776, Washington and staff 
watched the siege on upper Manhattan’s Fort Washington 
from Fort Lee, New Jersey. Continental Army Commander, 

Colonel Robert Magaw surrendered the Fort giving up the last  
strategic land in the fight to control the City. 

Relatively few American troops were killed or wounded in this  
battle, but an astounding 230 officers and 2,600 soldiers were taken 
prisoner. The City would remain under British occupation for the 
next seven years.



Washington at the Battle of Harlem Plains,  
September 15, 1776

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.028



D uring the early autumn of 1776, colonists and the  
Crown battled for the strategic port city of New York.  
After the Continental Army lost the Battle of Long  

Island, Washington began to evacuate troops from New York.  
He found Harlem Heights to be an ideal route because of its rocky 
terrain. On September 15, the British arrived in Harlem Plains  
before Washington could evacuate. The skirmish that ensued  
was not devastating: only two officers were lost. This gave morale  
boost for Washington’s army motivating them to make a last  
effort in defending New York City.



Washington and Staff Watching the Battle  
of Long Island, 1776

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.029



I n the summer of 1776, British armed forces arrived in New York 
Harbor and encamped on Staten Island with the intention of 
taking possession of New York City. The fight started with the 

Battle of Long Island (Battle of Brooklyn) in August 1776. It was  
the largest battle of the War and the first to occur after the signing  
of the Declaration of Independence. It was an American loss.



General Lafayette

John Ward Dunsmore 
Oil on Canvas, 1936 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by The Order of Lafayette & Harlow Unger 
1936.02.039



M arie-Joseph-Paul-Yves-Roch-Gilbert du Mortier 
Lafayette was born to a noble French family in 1757. 
He was orphaned at the age of thirteen and became 

one of the wealthiest, eligible noblemen of France. The following 
year, he was commissioned in the Musketeers. He was married at  
the age of fourteen and became an officer in the French army.

Even though his upbringing groomed him for service in the royal 
court he had other ideas of service. At the age of twenty, he set sail  
for the thirteen colonies to volunteer for the Continental Army.  
He became an officer and a hero of the War. He formed a strong 
father-son relationship with George Washington and lasting bonds 
with his fellow officers. Lafayette would go on to participate in  
the French Revolution, continuing his dedication to bridging the  
gap between the aristocracy and proletariat.



Betsy Ross & the First Stars and Stripes

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1920 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.014



I t is said that in 1776, upholsterer, Betsy Ross (1752-1836),  
received a Congressional order to create the first American flag. 
In late May of that same year, Ross received a visit from the 

Committee members in charge of the flag production that included, 
George Washington, Robert Morris, and George Ross. As the  
story goes, it was at this meeting that Ross submitted for approval  
the American flag. 



Portrait of Self

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1932 
x332



J ohn Ward Dunsmore was born in 1856. He spent his youth in 
the small rural farming town of Greensburg, Indiana. Paint-
ing fascinated him at a very young age. As a teenager  

 he received lessons from European trained artist, Will Wood-
ward. Dunsmore went on to study painting at the Art School of Cin-
cinnati. Two years later he went to Paris to learn from famous histori-
cal genre painter, Thomas Couture.

His favorite subject was the American Revolutionary War. He ac-
quired an impressive collection of Revolutionary War artifacts for 
study, some he excavated himself. He became well known for his 
realistic historical genre paintings which were used to illustrate maga-
zines, schoolbooks, calendars, and everyday objects, embedding them 
in the nation’s historical imagery. 

Dunsmore’s work is a ubiquitous part of twentieth century popular 
culture, shaping the way Americans perceive their history. During 
his lifetime he produced award winning paintings and received long 
standing commissions. He was extremely active in the art community, 
serving as president of the American Watercolor Society, the director 
of the Detroit Museum of Art, a member of the National Academy 
of Arts, the Salmagundi Club, and the Sons of the Revolution in the 
State of New York, where he served as chairman of the Fraunces Tav-
ern Museum Committee. 

In 1915 George A. Zabriskie, a fellow member of the Sons of the 
Revolution offered Dunsmore $1,000 a year for the rest of his life for 
the collection of Revolutionary War paintings to which Dunsmore 
agreed. At the time of his death, the Sons’ headquarters, Fraunces 
Tavern Museum, held 34 of Dunsmore’s Revolutionary War-themed 
paintings; it now owns 47. 



Washington at Morristown (Camp at Night), 
1779-80

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, c.1920 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936.  
Conservation sponsored by Elizabeth and Stanley DeForest Scott 
1936.02.025



T he winter of 1779-80 was the coldest of the Revolutionary 
War. The army, encamped at Morristown, New Jersey,  
suffered from shortages of food and clothing and inadequate 

shelter. This painting depicts a brooding Commander-in-Chief, 
overlooking the fire lit camp.



Paul Revere, 1775

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1910 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936.  
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.023



O n the evening of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere, who was  
employed as an express rider by the Massachusetts  
Committee of Safety, was instructed by Dr. Joseph Warren  

to ride to Lexington, Massachusetts to warn Samuel Adams and John 
Hancock that British troops were marching to arrest them. After 
being rowed across the Charles River, he borrowed a horse from his 
friend Deacon John Larkin and rode out to alarm the countryside. 
This painting shows him after coming ashore, as he paused for an 
instant, foot in stirrup, to observe the lights flashed from the belfry  
of the old North Church, signaling that the British were coming  
“by sea” across the Charles River to Cambridge, before mounting  
for his famous ride.



Arousing the Minute Men

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1907 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936.  
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.022



M inutemen were an elite fighting force of men  
hand-picked from local militia muster roles that 
were expected to be ready within a half hour  

of being notified of the need for their service. Although the term 
“minutemen” is associated with the Revolution, they had been in  
existence in Massachusetts since the mid 1600s. This painting  
illustrates a minuteman of Danbury, Connecticut in April 1777  
being called to service as the British army advanced. Despite  
the minutemen’s efforts, the town was burned.



Bunker Hill - The Fight at the Rail Fence, 1775

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1924 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936. 
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.007



O n the morning of June 17, 1775, the British command  
under General Gage that were occupying Boston awoke to 
the news that the Americans had built fortifications overnight 

on Breed’s Hill (just below Bunker Hill) on the Charlestown  
Peninsula opposite of the city. With naval support, General Howe 
was sent with his troops to attack these new fortifications.  
It was to be one of the bloodiest conflicts of the War. This battle  
rallied the colonies and Congress to the cause of the war and  
proved that the British army was not invincible. 



Mrs. Murray Entertaining the British Officers, 
Thereby saving General Putnam’s Army, 1776

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1930 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.031



I n the aftermath of the defeat at the Battle of Long Island  
(Battle of Brooklyn) on August 27, 1776, Washington  
evacuated his troops at night across the East River and  

retreated north on the island of Manhattan. On September 15,  
the British army crossed the East River to land at Kip’s Bay under 
cover of naval cannon fire. British Generals Howe and Clinton  
took the high ground at Inclenberg (Murray Hill) as they  
waited for the rest of the troops to land. 

During this time, the wealthy New York socialite, Mary Murray  
and her two daughters entertained the British generals and staff with 
sweets and wine. Although Robert Murray was a loyalist, his wife  
had Patriot relatives. The legend grew that Mary detained the  
British commander in order to give General Putnam and his troops  
a chance to escape to the north. 



Lydia Darrah and the British  
Adjutant-General, 1777

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1927 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936. 
Conservation sponsored by the Bay & Paul Foundations 
1936.02.032



D uring the British occupation of Philadelphia, the home of 
Quakers, William and Lydia Darrah, was used to quarter 
British soldiers. Lydia did not want to leave her home.  

She appealed to General Howe, who allowed her to stay, provided a 
room was kept available for military meetings. On the night of  
December 2, 1777, British officers gathered in the home. Lydia  
positioned herself in a near closet to eavesdrop. She learned of the 
British plans to attack the American camp at Whitemarsh. The next 
morning on her usual errands she reported this to the American 
troops, who were then prepared for the British. 

Here British Adjutant General Major John Andre is depicted  
questioning Lydia about the intelligence leak. He believed her story 
that the household had been asleep during the meeting, but he  
later commented “…the walls must have ears.”



Washington and Staff at Fort Lee,  
Watching the Battle of Fort Washington, 1776

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946)  
Oil on Canvas, 1929 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Bay & Paul Foundations  
1936.02.034



I n July of 1776, Fort Washington was constructed in northern 
Manhattan while Fort Lee was constructed directly across  
the Hudson River in New Jersey. Together the forts would  

create a crossfire that allowed the Continental Army to maintain  
river control. Only after their completion did the army realize that 
Fort Washington’s weak location lacked ditches, barracks, and a  
water supply. 

After the Battle of Long Island on August 26, 1776, British forces 
pushed the Continental Army into Manhattan and by September, 
British forces had advanced northward from Lower Manhattan, 
again, forcing Washington to retreat from Fort Washington.  
On November 16, 1776, Washington watched in dismay from Fort 
Lee as British forces converged on Fort Washington, completing  
the British siege of New York City.



Valley Forge - Lafayette at  
Washington’s Headquarters, 1777-1778 

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945)  
Oil on Canvas, 1907  
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Color Guard of the  
 Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the Revolution  
1936.02.021



G eorge Washington is remembered and revered as the father of 
the United States, but not all of his contemporaries held him 
in such high esteem. Thomas Conway (1733-1800) was an   

 Irish-born Frenchmen who came to the colonies in 1777 to 
serve as a Brigadier General for the Patriot cause. Conway was known 
to have aggressively sought professional advancement. Washington 
said that Conway’s talent “exists more in his own imagination, than  
in reality.”

In October of 1777, Conway wrote a letter to General Horatio Gates 
(1727-1806) stating, “Heaven has been determined to save your 
Country; or a weak General and bad Councilors would have ruined 
it.” Conway’s perception of Washington was supported by Gates and 
other members of Congress, who promoted Conway to the high rank 
of Major General. Conway now answered directly to the Board of 
War, of which Gates was President.

Washington found strong support from the royal French General 
Marquis de Lafayette (1757-1834) who was often perceived as  
Washington’s adopted son. Lafayette suspected Conway and Gates’  
ill intent toward Washington, later referred to as the Conway  
Cabal. In a direct insult to Washington, and in hopes of silencing  
the influential Lafayette, Congress invited Lafayette to command a 
Northern Army to conquer British occupied Canada in midwinter.

This painting depicts Lafayette standing in proud service to  
Washington as he read the commission. Washington advised  
Lafayette to accept the honorable duty, which he did. During their 
time apart Washington and Lafayette shared many letters.  
Lafayette expressed his aguish about being away from the  
Commander-in-Chief and his suspicions that the mission was  
created to fail as the troops promised to him by Congress never  
arrived. On February 23, 1778 Lafayette wrote to Washington,  
“I fancy (between us) that the actual scheme is to have me out  
of this part of the continent, and General Conway in chief,  
under the immediate direction of General Gates.”



Lafayette and Washington at Valley Forge,  
1777-1778

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1907 
Gift of William I. Zabriskie in memory of the Zabriskie Family,   
 1966  
Conservation sponsored by the Color Guard of the Pennsylvania  
 Society, Sons of the Revolution 
1966.03.001



W ashington rode through the camp at Valley Forge daily, 
to encourage his men and to do whatever was possible to 
alleviate their suffering from dampness, disease and lack of 

clothing. Lafayette, who had recently joined the camp, was a member 
of the General’s official military family and frequently was his com-
panion on these tours. Here Washington and Lafayette are shown 
questioning one of the sentries at the Knox Artillery Camp, while a 
group of poorly clothed soldiers are seated about a blazing fire. 



Molly Pitcher - The Battle of Monmouth, 1778

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1907 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Veteran Corps of Artillery  
 and the Bay & Paul Foundations 
1936.02.030



“M olly Pitcher” was the common nickname that soldiers 
called women (usually wives of soldiers) who carried 
water to the troops during battle. During the hot 

summer of the Battle of Monmouth in New Jersey on June 28, 1778, 
Mary Ludwig Hayes, the wife of a Pennsylvania artilleryman, was 
carrying water and saw her husband collapse. She heard the order to 
retire the cannon as there were no longer enough gunners to man it. 
She stepped forward saying she could serve the gun. She kept it  
firing and was later presented to Washington who made her a 
non-commissioned officer in recognition of her service. 

Another artillery wife, Margaret Corbin performed the same  
service in November, 1776 at the Battle of Fort Washington and  
was gravely wounded. Corbin received a half-pension from the  
Army and is buried at West Point. These two women are the ones 
who were recognized for their actions, and were therefore recorded  
in history; many more unknown, unrecognized, and un-pensioned 
women served valiantly in the Continental Army.



Battle of Monmouth  
(Washington Rebukes Lee), 1778

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1908 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by a grant from the Lower Hudson  
 Conference of Museums & Historical Agencies 
1936.02.019



A t the Battle of Monmouth, New Jersey Washington  
ordered an attack. General Charles Lee was in charge  
of the troops but felt they could not stand before  

British regulars and ordered a retreat. At this Lafayette sent a courier 
to notify Washington of Lee’s action. Washington rode to meet  
the retreating Lee and demanded the reason for insubordination.  
Lee gave his excuse but Washington ordered him to the rear.  
With his officers, Washington reformed the lines, attacked on all 
sides with vigor and forced the enemy to retreat. It is on this occasion 
that Washington is rumored to have uncharacteristically sworn  
and cursed at Lee. In the words of one of the officers, “He swore  
until the leaves shook on the trees.”



The Battle of Princeton, 1777

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1910 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.003



I n January of 1776, the British believed they had Washington 
trapped in a narrow peninsula at Trenton, New Jersey.  
However, one night, Washington cleverly left the fires burning 

and patrolling sentries as he left with the troops. They reached  
Princeton before the British discovered what had happened. 

The Continental Army’s new location provided a better military  
advantage when the British caught up to them. Despite the  
new location, the poorly trained Continental soldiers started to flee. 
Washington rode through the ranks and up to within thirty yards  
of the British lines whose volley was fired. The bullets missed  
Washington who remained on his horse waving his hat for his  
troops to come forth. His courage gave heart to the regiment;  
they charged, and won the day. 



Battle of Springfield, N.J

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1908 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation Sponsored by the New Jersey  
 Sons of the Revolution & the Township of Springfield, NJ 
1936.02.018



W hile Washington’s army was encamped at Morristown, 
New Jersey, the British made several attempts to advance 
in their direction with the hope of capturing American 

supplies. In one of the British raids in June of 1780, they reached the 
village of Connecticut Farms (now Union). The strong resistance  
of the Patriots forced the British to retreat, but before they fell back  
a British soldier shot the wife of Parson Caldwell.

Two weeks later the British made another attempt to advance,  
reaching Springfield, the town beyond Union. They were again  
met with resistance. Parson Caldwell was among the front rank of 
fighters. When the Patriots began to run short of paper for wadding 
their muskets, Parson got Watts’ Hymnals from a church to use as 
substitute wadding papers. As he threw the hymnals to the soldiers, 
Parson shouted, “Give’em Watts Boys! Give’em Watts!”

Although the British burned Springfield, they left New Jersey,  
never to return. Washington’s encamped army at Morristown  
remained unscathed. 



Washington Studying the Plans of Battle  
(Night Scene)

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1915 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
1936.02.033



T here are few people in history remembered for humbly lead-
ing a successful rebellion against an empire. As the Com-
mander-in-Chief, George Washington was responsible for 

the result of the resistance, operating under intense pressure. It is easy 
to imagine Washington spending late nights strategizing for the next 
day’s challenge. To the fortune of his memory and American history, 
the Revolutionary War was a rebel’s victory. 



 

Washington and Family at Mt. Vernon -  
The Library

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1915 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936  
Conservation sponsored by the Bay & Paul Foundations  
1936.02.012



A fter Washington bade farewell to his officers at  
Fraunces Tavern on December 4, 1783, he  
proceeded to Annapolis, Maryland where he submitted 

his resignation to Congress. He then returned to his Virginia  
home on Christmas Eve where he could play with his adopted  
grandchildren George Washington Parke Custis and Eleanor  
Parke Custis (Nelly).



The Surrender at Yorktown (Call to Parley), 1781

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1923 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936  
Conservation sponsored by Robert N. McKay, Esq. 
1936.02.017



I n 1781, an assault on the British off the coast of Virginia  
was planned. At the beginning of September, the French fleet  
forced the British ships to flee from the Chesapeake Bay to  

New York, leaving British troops stranded on the Yorktown  
peninsula. After a five day siege, the combined French and American 
armies overwhelmed the British, who surrendered on October 19. 

In this painting, a lone British officer, accompanied by a drummer, 
appears on the redoubt with a white flag, signaling a cease fire and a 
request for a conference (a “parley”) with the Americans to discuss the 
surrender. Upon seeing the white flag, the American forces began  
to cheer, but were silenced by Washington who reportedly shouted,  
“Let history huzzah for you.”



News from Yorktown, 1781

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1913 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by The Artist Preservation Group 
1936.02.004



A messenger arrives in Philadelphia in the dead  
of night with news for Congress of the victory  
at Yorktown.



Captured Flags from Yorktown Laid  
at the Feet of Congress 1781

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on canvas, 1922 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Color Guard of the  
 Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the Revolution 
1936.02.001



T he American victory at the Battle of Yorktown on October 
19, 1781 is recognized as the last major battle of the War. 
When the British General Cornwallis surrendered,  

he relinquished over twenty colors (flags) carried during the battle.  
At least eighteen of these flags were German. The captured flags  
were presented to Congress.



Washington Receiving Notice of his Election  
as President, 1789

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1946) 
Oil on Canvas, 1911 
Gift of George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by the Dallas Museum of Art through  
 the American Federation of Arts Program 
1936.02.005



O n April 6, 1789, unbeknownst to General George  
Washington, Congress had unanimously elected him  
to be the first president of the United States. John Landon, 

the president pro tem of the Senate, wrote an official letter to  
inform Washington of their decision. The letter was delivered on 
April 14 by the secretary of Congress, Charles Thomson, to  
Washington at his home in Mount Vernon. 



Going to the Hunt

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1926 
Gift  of William I. Jr. and Winona Zabriskie, 1998 
Conservation sponsored by members of the 2012  
 Sons of the Revolution Board of Managers 
1998.01.001



V irginia gentleman farmer George Washington owned  
Mount Vernon, a five farm, eight thousand acre  
property. The Washington house was surrounded by  

five hundred acres of unfarmed land, which was full of rolling vistas, 
forests, and wildlife. Whether leading the country to independence  
or as the first president, Washington was always involved in the  
management of Mt. Vernon. He took a great interest in breeding fox-
hunting hounds, developing the American Foxhound  
(depicted in this painting) by breeding the Virginia hound with  
Royal French Staghounds, given as a gift from the Marquis  
de Lafayette. Washington kept his kennels near his house and  
visited them daily. His favorite dog, Sweet Lips accompanied  
him to the First Continental Congress.



John Adams Proposing Washington  
for Commander-in-Chief

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1913 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by Dr. Michael C. Wolf 
1936.02.020



O n June 15, 1775, the Second Continental Congress gathered 
at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
Since the victory in April at the Battle of Lexington and  

Concord, the delegates from the thirteen colonies understood  
they needed a leader for the Continental armed forces.

Massachusetts delegate, John Adams stood and addressed the  
Congress proposing Colonel George Washington of Virginia for 
Commander-in-Chief. It is said that Washington, in hearing  
Adams’ proposal, humbly left the room.



Lafayette at Dinner with General Gates 1778

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1936 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored in Memory of Beverly Seaman Chase 
1936.02.035



I t is fabled that during the early weeks of 1778, General  
Horatio Gates (seated at the head of the table) and  
Major General Thomas Conway (standing in a blue and  

red coat) hosted a dinner during which they conspired to oust  
Commander-in-Chief, George Washington. This conspiracy  
is known as the Conway Cabal. General Marquis de Lafayette  
(standing with his glass raised) was aware of Gates and  
Conway’s plans but as a loyal supporter of Washington he  
crashed the dinner party and gave the following toast, “To our  
Commander-in-Chief, General Washington.” This toast  
supposedly ended the Cabal.

Lafayette’s royal French connection allowed him to notify Congress 
that France would refuse aid to the Patriot cause if Washington was 
not Commander-in-Chief. In addition, almost all of Washington’s 
officers wrote Congress letters in support of Washington and threat-
ened to quit if Washington was dismissed. Congress had no choice 
but to fully support Washington as Commander-in-Chief. All those 
with suspected involvement in the Cabal resigned except Gates. 



Spirit of ‘76

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1906 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by, Lawrence K. Casey, Jr. 
1936.02.011



U nlike many Dunsmore paintings depicting documented 
moments in history, this piece illustrates a common private 
occurrence; a young man leaving his home and family to  

join the crowd of other men departing to fight in the Revolution. This 
scene is a dramatic juxtaposition to the battle scenes  
portraying hardship, loss, and struggle of the War.



The Message from Lexington  
(Putnam Called from the Plow), 1775

John Ward Dunsmore 
Oil on Canvas 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by Lawrence K. Casey Jr.  
1936.02.015



A fter years of tense relations with the British, many  
colonists were ready to drop what they were doing and 
take up arms at a moment’s notice to fight against the 

Crown, hence the nickname, “minutemen.” One such colonist was 
Major-General Israel Putnam (1718-1790), a veteran of the French 
and Indian War, a member of the Connecticut Sons of Liberty, who 
had no formal education and was barely literate. Upon hearing of  
the British advance on Lexington and Concord, Putnam quickly left  
his farm to help mobilize three thousand volunteers, leading them  
into Massachusetts to join the forces at the siege of Boston. 



Washington Leaving Mt. Vernon for his  
Inauguration, April 16, 1789

John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) 
Oil on Canvas, 1916 
Gift of the George A. Zabriskie Memorial, 1936 
Conservation sponsored by, Robert Newton McKay, Esq.  
 (Past President, SRNY, Inc.) in loving memory of his brother   
 Bruce Allan McKay, M.A. (Life Member, SRNY, Inc.)  
1936.02.027



I n April of 1789, George Washington anxiously awaited news 
from Congress announcing the country’s first President. He did 
not seek the position as he dreaded a future in the limelight.  

In a letter written to his friend General Henry Knox that same 
month, Washington explains his trepidation: 

“so unwilling am I, in the evening of a life nearly consumed in  
public cares, to quit a peaceful abode for an Ocean of difficulties […] 
I am sensible, that I am embarking the voice of my Countrymen  
and a good name of my own, on this voyage, but what returns will  
be made for them, Heaven alone can foretell.” 

He received every vote in the Electoral College. On the morning of 
April 16, 1789, General George Washington departed Mt. Vernon 
for New York City to be inaugurated as the United States of  
America’s first President. His eight day journey along the muddy dirt 
roads was met by throngs of people gathered to honor him with ban-
ners, flowers and triumphal arches. 



D
Dunsmore: 

IllustratIng 

the amerIcan  

revolutIonary 

War

J ohn Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) painted the  
American Revolution in the early twentieth century. 

 Dunsmore's favorite subject was the American  
Revolutionary War. As a formally trained fine artist, he  
produced a large body of work and received long standing 
commissions. Through his diligent research and attention  
to detail, he created vivid paintings used to illustrate  
magazines, schoolbooks, calendars, and everyday objects, 
embedding them in the nation’s historical imagery.   
Dunsmore's work is a ubiquitous part of twentieth century 
popular culture, shaping the way Americans perceive  
their history. 

Fraunces Tavern Museum owns the largest collection  
(47 pieces) of original John Ward Dunsmore paintings. 
Since the bulk of the collection came to the Museum  
in 1936, it has been exhibited to the public on and off site. 
In 2005, the Museum started a major conservation effort, 
John Ward Dunsmore Conservation Project, to preserve 
these popular and educational paintings for future  
generations.  Through the success of this project these  
images are returned to the iconography of American  
culture. 

“These curious bits and surprising facts help to give the intimate insight into character,  

time and place, so necessary to a proper handling of the subject.” - John Ward Dunsmore

Jessica Baldwin
Sticky Note
These two sentences are terrible.  Could you please combine them as below:John Ward Dunsmore (1856-1945) painted his favorite subject, the American Revolutionary War in the early twentieth century.
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