
Coach Panel 
1789 
Oil on Wood 
 
Behold the only known panel from the coach that carried George 
Washington to his Presidential inauguration on April 30, 1789 at Federal 
Hall, New York City. 
 
Drawn on the panel is the Great Seal of the United States, which was 
submitted to the Continental Congress on June 20, 1782 and readily 
approved. The Seal includes a bald eagle, the national bird. In its beak is a 
ribbon which reads, "E Pluribus Unum," which translates from Latin to "Out 
of Many, One." In the eagle's left talon is an olive branch, symbolizing peace. 
In its right, are thirteen arrows, symbolizing war. The inclusion of these two 
opposites signifies a balance of strength and diplomacy. 
 
Gift of J. Russell Townsend, Jr 
1941.09.001 
 



Letter 
George Washington (1732-1799) 
January 29, 1780 
Paper & Ink 
 
This letter was written by Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, 
George Washington, to Elbridge Thomas Gerry (1744-1814), a member of the 
Second Continental Congress, while the Army was encamped in Morristown, 
New Jersey.   
 
Washington urges Congress to maintain an army ready for action through 
reinforcements as a way to keep up "...every appearance of preparation & 
vigor...."  He writes that maintaining the troops will elevate the spirit of the 
cause. 
 
Gerry would become the fifth Vice President of the United States and is 
remembered for his namesake of "gerrymandering," a process of 
manipulating electoral districts for political party advantage.  
 
Collection of Fraunces Tavern® Museum 
MS201 



Letter 
Nathan Hale (1755-1776) 
August 20, 1776 
Paper & Ink 
 
Nathan Hale was from Connecticut and was a member of the Yale class of 
1773. He became a schoolmaster until he joined the Connecticut militia in 
1775.  In the spring of 1776 Hale's regiment was moved to Manhattan to 
defend New York City from the British. 
 
On August 20, 1776 Hale wrote this letter to his brother Enoch Hale, possibly 
while his regiment was stationed at present day SoHo. Hale writes, "We hope 
under God, to give a good account of the Enemy whenever they choose to 
make the last appeal." A week later the Battle of Long Island, commenced. 
Washington's army lost and evacuated back to Manhattan on August 30.   
 
Washington's control of New York City was faltering.  To effectively use his 
limited resources, any actions to protect the City needed to be precise and 
strategic. Better information on enemy movements was needed.  He made a 
request for intelligence officers to spy on the British, an act punishable by 
death. On September 8, Nathan Hale volunteered; four days later, disguised 
as a teacher, Hale was sent behind enemy lines.  He was captured on the 
night of September 21, 1776 and hanged for treason, without trial, the next 
morning. This is the last known letter from Nathan Hale.  
 
Presented by Christian A. Zabriskie 
MS243 



Liquor Chest 
18th Century 
Wood, Metal, Glass, Paper & Wool 
 
This 18th century camp liquor chest belonged to American Revolutionary 
War hero Major General (Baron) Friederich Wilhem Augustus Von Steuben 
(1730-1794). 
 
Von Steuben, a Prussian Army General, was recommended to Benjamin 
Franklin as a person who could organize and discipline the soldiers.  Steuben 
arrived at Valley Forge as an unpaid volunteer in February of 1778 and a 
month later was appointed Drill Master of the Continental Army.  He was 
known to curse and yell at the soldiers, often through an interpreter, until 
they fell in line.  He is known as the father of general military drill 
instruction.  Von Steuben served for the rest of the war in this role.  
Afterwards, he became an American citizen and settled in New York City. 
 
Continental Army officers were expected to provide their own tables, chairs 
and other household decorations while quartered in local homes. This chest 
was designed to be a mobile piece of furniture to accommodate the constant 
movements of the army.  It contains hand blown gilded glass decanters, 
pourers, and drink ware.  The chest is lined with handmade German paste 
paper.  
 
Gift of Mary Fuller 
1920.04.001       



Molly Pitcher at the Battle of Monmouth 
Dennis Malone Carter (1827-1881) 
1854 
Oil on Canvas 
 
"Molly Pitcher” was the common nickname for women who carried water to 
the troops during American Revolutionary War. During the Battle of 
Monmouth in New Jersey on June 28, 1778, Mary Ludwig Hayes, the wife of a 
Pennsylvania artilleryman, was carrying water and saw her husband collapse. 
She heard the order to retire the cannon he had been operating as there were 
no longer enough gunners to man it. She stepped forward saying she could 
serve the gun. She kept it firing and was later presented to Washington who, 
in recognition of her service, made her a non-commissioned officer.  
 
Another artillery wife, Margaret Corbin, performed the same service in 
November 1776 at the Battle of Fort Washington and was wounded. Corbin 
received a half-pension from the Army and is buried at West Point. These 
two women were recognized for their actions, and were therefore recorded 
in history; many more unknown, unrecognized, and un-pensioned women 
served the cause during the American Revolution. 
 
1913.09.001 
Gift of Herbert P. Whitlock, 1913 

 
 
 



Orderly Book 
Benjamin Tallmadge (1754- 1835) 
1776 
Paper & Leather 
 
Benjamin Tallmadge was a Long Island native and graduate of Yale.  He 
became a Connecticut school teacher before being given a lieutenant’s 
commission in the Continental Army in 1776. He conducted “secret service” 
for George Washington on Long Island and in White Plains and was friends 
with the martyred spy, Nathan Hale (1755-1776). 
 
Tallmadge's participation in the fight for New York City is well documented 
in this Orderly Book. He details orders, events, and operations during the 
campaign between July 10-September 1, 1776. Below is a quote from August 
16, 1776. 
 

Doubtless the Appearance of the Enemy will be formidable. 
Their tawdry dress & glittering arms will make great impression 
on the minds of those who never saw Regulars. These things do 
not make them invincible; nor add anything more to their 
Courage than their Stature. Let us remember the solemn Promise 
of the Gen.ls to such persons as distinguish themselves by brave 
& noble actions. It would be well if  all would endeavor to 
represent to their imaginations, the most formidable appearance 
they can conceive of Ships coming up under Sail, the roar of 
Cannon & all the Arrow of war; so that when it comes in earnest 
it may be the less terrifying.  The Consequence will be they will 
be more cool & calm in Danger, & in that Case they are sure to 
do their duty to double advantage. 

 
Gift of Samuel Latham Mitchell Barlow 
2012 Conservation made possible by Dr. Michael Wolf 
MS226 



Signing of the Constitution of the United States 
Thomas Pritchard Rossiter (1817-1871) 
c. 1866 
Oil on Canvas 
 
This painting illustrates the Constitutional Convention of 1787. Delegates 
were tasked with dealing with the issues of a weak central government under 
the Articles of Confederation. They created the Constitution which was 
ratified in 1789 and is still the basis for the United States Government. 
 
Gift of John Schermerhorn Jacobus 
1960.01.001 



Slipper 
Late 18th Century 
Silk, Metal, Cotton, Leather 
 
By tradition, this ladies’ slipper belonged to Martha Washington (1731-1802) 
who gifted it to Lady Mary Watts in 1789. 
 
Mary Watts was the daughter of Major General Alexander, well known as 
Lord Stirling, who was captured at the Battle of Long Island and a member of 
George Washington's camp at Valley Forge. He became a trusted part of 
Washington's military family and developed a close relationship to the 
Commander-in-Chief. 
 
In 1775, Mary married loyalist Robert Watts and moved to New York City.  
Due to her husband's political views she was shunned by Patriot Society, 
even denied the right to attend her sister Kitty's marriage in 1779.  
 
Mary remained in New York City throughout the British occupation (1776-
1783).  After the War it was documented that Mary, Kitty, and their mother 
attended George Washington's May 7, 1789 inaugural ball.  It may have been 
after this event that the shoe was given to Mary Watts as a token of apology 
as Martha Washington was unable to attend. 
 
Collection of Fraunces Tavern Museum 
X338 

 



 

Fraunces Tavern Museum is a repository for the material culture      
Revolution, and Early American history. Since 1907, the Museum        
artifacts of America's cultural legacy. Using these artifacts as evid        
able to interpret humanity at a specific time and place.  
 
Museums, historic sites, and other material cultural stewards are p       
is essential to establishing and reinforcing the identity of people        
these institutions must be taken seriously to prevent corruption       
objects and to look for value outside the dominant narrative. 
 
Cultural heritage institutions are often required to put monetary       
This type of value can be based on uniqueness, connection to so      
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